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St. Catharines and Thorold are beautiful cities that boast 
1,000 acres of parks, gardens and trails, as well as one of the 
remaining canal downtown areas in Canada. However, one in 
three Niagara residents does not have a family doctor and for 
nearly every doctor coming into Niagara (between 10 and 15 
per year), another is retiring or dying. 

The Greater St. Catharines Community Health Centre 
(GSCCHC) has stepped forward to help address this prob-
lem. Beginning in 2007, a steering committee composed of 
local representatives and community leaders, as well as the 
hiring of a Community Development Consultant with the As-
sociation of Ontario Health Centres (AOHC) conducted the 
planning and community development phase.  It was a multi-
faceted process, designed to develop the population health 
profile of area residents, establish links with local health and 
social service providers to contribute their input to the devel-
opment of and become actively involved with the GSCCHC. 

From that process came some key recommendations, 

including: catchment area, priority populations, programmes, 
potential services, staff and possible locations. 
. 

Where are we now: 

� CHC granted $200,000 from MOHLTC for pre-
operational development 

� Hiring of Project Manager 

� Securing location 

� Partnership and priority population consultations 

� Programs, service and health, human resource planning,  

� IT and site planning 
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